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of 1782, and to the spirit In which Grattan set himself to
develop and Improve the emancipated Parliament. The
settlement of 1782 was not to the mind of any English
Minister, and Fox himself, as we have seen, had been eager
to arrange the difficulties between England and Ireland by
conceding full Internal control to Ireland, and reserving a
certain supremacy in matters of commerce and foreign policy
to Great Britain. In this as in many other things Fox had
In view some solution of the kind to which statesmen of a
later century have turned. But North's obedience to the
Court had stripped England bare, and the Government that
took office In 1782 had to choose between war with Ireland
and the unreserved acknowledgment of her independence.
Grattan would probably have been wiser to agree to enter
at least Into a commercial treaty in 1782, and such a treaty
would have completed rather than have diminished the great
achievement of that year. But he chose otherwise, and a
situation was created which involved Indisputably certain
considerable risks and difficulties in the formal relations of
the two countries.
These difficulties were illustrated in 1789 when the Irish
Parliament and the English Parliament took different courses
over the Regency; for the Irish Parliament inspired partly
by a premature confidence In the Prince of Wales' professions
of affection for Ireland, and partly by a wish to assert Its
independence, invited him to assume the full powers of the
Crown. The King's recovery cut short any embarrassments
that might have arisen, but the Incident was an illustration of
possible difficulty. Another difficulty was the question of
commercial policy, and no critic of Pitt's Irish policy will ever
grudge him the fullest and loudest praise for his bold attempt
In 1785 to put an end to all risks of tariff wars, and to confer
a great advantage on both countries by his series of Com-
mercial Propositions. In their first form the Propositions
were submitted to the Irish Parliament, and agreed to; on
their Introduction Into the British Parliament they were vehe-
mently attacked by Fox, Sheridan, North, and by Eden, who